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mon, none more mischievous, than for men to ima-
gine that their own intuitions are absolutely perfect,
and that all the discrepancies which exist -within
the higher branches of truth, only result from false
reasoning upon fixed and sufficient data. The fact
is, that men of sound mind more commonly than
not reason correctly; and the discrepancies that
appear in their systems will, in the great majority
of cases, be found to depend upon their starting
with different conceptions or intuitions as to the
primary data they respectively assume. And so it
often happens, after the logical combatants have
exhausted their weapons, their strength, perhaps
their vocabulary of abuse, and their last relics of
mutual toleration, that the mighty spirit of huma-
nity rolls forward in its course, sweeps all their
verbal trifling into oblivion,, pours new light upon
the very conceptions which they regarded as fixed
or settled points, merges the question discussed
into some higher principle, and leads us over every
obstacle nearer and nearer to the centre of eternal
truth. Thus, the question which the individual
reason could only toss upon the billows of contro-
versy, is wafted onwards by the ocean tide of the
human reason at large into a region of brighter
sunshine, and, perhaps, to the haven of satisfaction
and peace.

Finally: One thing cannot but strike us here>
namely, the high idea this view of the subject gives
us of man as man, and the intense motives it pre-
sents to a universal and enlightened philanthropy.